/—__————_—
DJ " m%
7/ ‘1
PRESIDENTIAL / LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

441 Freedom Parkway NE
Atlanta, GA 30307
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov

T. M. Jim Parham: A Guide to His Papers at the Jimmy Carter Library

Collection Summary

Creator: T. M Jim Parham, 1927-1996

Title: T. M. Jim Parham Papers

Dates: 1961-1987

Quantity: 7 linear feet, 10 linear inches, 18 Containers

Identification:
Accession Number: 18.01a
National Archives Identifier: 76508610

Scope and Content:
The material in this collection documents Jim Parham’s work as Director of
Department of Family and Children's Services, Special Assistance to President for
Intergovernmental Relations, and professor of social welfare at the University of
Georgia. The bulk of the materials are from his time at the White House working in the
Cabinet Secretary’s Office under Jack Watson. The collection contains memoranda,
correspondence, newspaper clippings, and activity reports. The majority of the material
relates welfare reform and child welfare.

Creator Information: T. M. Jim Parham
Mr. Parham was born February 8, 1927. He grew up in an impoverished family in one
of Atlanta's company-owned cotton mill neighborhoods. “He didn’t know he was poor
until he moved out of the cotton mill village”, said his wife. Jim Parham, served three
Georgia Governors and President Jimmy Carter in shaping social policy. He was
married to Dorothy Spears Butler of Decatur. In 1963, Governor Carl Sanders hamed
Mr. Parham to head the state's new division Children and Youth. The division was
created by the General Assembly on the basis of a written report by Mr. Parham. As
governor, Mr. Carter chose Mr. Parham to direct the Department of Family and
Children's Services in 1971.

Mr. Parham was named commissioner of human resources in 1975 by Governor
George Busbee. In 1977, Carter selected Mr. Parham to be a White House Special
Assistant for Intergovernmental Relations. He later moved to the Department of


http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/

Health, Education and Welfare as deputy assistant secretary in the Office of Human
Development Services, 1977-1979. In 1979, Mr. Parham became a member of the
Board of Directors of Anneewakee, a Douglas County facility for troubled youths. He
became chairman of the Anneewakee board in 1986, in the midst of a controversy over
sexual exploitation of patients and alleged fraud at the center. Mr. Parham retired in
1994 as professor of social welfare at the University of Georgia.

Mr. Parham’s humble beginnings had a profound effect, Mrs. Parham said. Throughout
his life, she said, he served as an advocate for social reform, particularly pertaining to
children. “He was a man of enormous passion,” said Jack Watson, who served as White
House Chief of Staff during the Carter Administration. “His passion was reflected in
his works for underprivileged people of every age and every circumstance. “He was
one of the most practical, compassionate and eloquent men I’ve ever known,” said Mr.
Watson. “There was no such thing as a lost cause of person. Jim never gave up,” said
Bill Jamison, a close friend and former colleague at the Georgia Department of Human
Resources.

Mr. Parham also taught social welfare at the University of Georgia. After retiring from
the university system in 1994, he served as board president of Emmaus House, where
he worked on expanding the children’s programs. “Jim was particularly disturbed by
the negative impact on children which he saw as a byproduct of recent changes in the
welfare system,” said Emmaus board member Panke Bradley Miller. Jim wanted to be
remembered for his work for children. Jim Parham died December 13, 1996.

Restrictions:
Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with
applicable executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable
statutes/agency restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the
donor’s deed of gift.

Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been
donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to
copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the
publisher for further information.

Related Material:
Related materials in this repository: White House Offices - Cabinet Secretary Office;
Carter Family Papers - Gubernatorial Files; Domestic Policy Staff Files

Index Terms:
Limited to major topics under each category
Persons: Jim Parham, Jack Watson
Organizations: University of Georgia; Department of Health, Education and Welfare

Subjects: child welfare, welfare reform, juvenile delinquency
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Places: Georgia

Types of Material: Speeches, correspondence, memoranda, newspaper clippings, reports,
and printed material

Administrative Information:
Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of
Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Box Number],
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library.

Acquisition information: These donated historical materials were received under
provisions of the instrument of gift that Eileen Butler-Gady (for Dorothy Spears Butler
Parham) signed October 6, 2017.

Processing information: The series was opened in January, 2020.

System of Arrangement:

The records of the Jim Parham Papers contains one series:

Series Title National Archives Identifier

Jim Parham’s Subject Files 76089542

Detailed Description of the Collection

Jim Parham’s Subject Files

Scope and Content: Container 1-18. This series was opened in January 2020. The series consist
of speeches, memoranda, correspondence, weekly reports, brochures, and newspaper clippings.
The majority of the material are speeches given by Jim Parham at various events. Topics include
child welfare, welfare reform, juvenile delinquency, poverty, health care, environment, and
public assistance. Arranged alphabetically by subject.

Return to series list
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Container List

Container 1

Adoption

Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)

American Association of University Women

American Public Welfare Association (APWA) [1]

American Public Welfare Association (APWA) [2]

An Approach to the Maintenance of the Disabled in the Community
Appalachian Regional Commission, Ashville, North Carolina
Association of State and Territorial Public Health Social Workers
Better Jobs and Income Program for Welfare Reform

Block Grants

Brochures and Pamphlets

Container 2

Business versus Social Services Perspectives for the Eighties
Butler, Eileen

Campaign Promises

Center for Community Change

Child Abuse and the Community

Child Care, Family Benefits, and Working Parents
Children’s Defense Fund

Children’s Defense Fund Reports

Child Welfare [1]

Child Welfare [2]

Child Welfare Institute

Child Welfare Services

Container 3

Citizen Participation

Combined Federal Campaign

Commission on Income Maintenance
Common Cause - Promise and Performance
Community Cardiovascular Council - Savannah Georgia
Comprehensive Social Services System
Conference on Child Advocacy, 10/28/77
Correspondence [1]

Correspondence [2]

Correspondence [3]

Container 4

Correspondence [4]
Correspondence [5]
Correspondence [6]
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Container 5
Correspondence, 2/77
Correspondence, 3/77
Correspondence, 4/77
Correspondence, 5/77 [1]

Container 6

Correspondence, 5/77 [2]

Correspondence, 6/77

Correspondence, 7/77

Deinstitutionalization of Children’s Services [1]
Deinstitutionalization of Children’s Services [2]

Container 7

Department of Children and Family Services
Department of Human Resources (DHR)
Department of Human Services

Devereux Schools Dedication

Earned Income Tax Credit

Economic Opportunity Act of 1964
Economic Opportunity Atlanta, Inc.
Families

Federal Corrections

Florida Association for Health and Social Services
Foster Care

Foundation for Child Development

Georgia Community Action Association
Georgia Conference on Families

Georgia Conference on Social Reform
Georgia County Welfare Association
Georgia Department of Human Resources
Georgia Probation and Parole Association
Health Education and Welfare (HEW) [1]

Container 8

Health Education and Welfare (HEW) [2]
History of Public Assistance in Georgia
Human Relations Council

Human Services Dinner, 10/5/76
International Conference on Social Welfare
Invitations

Juvenile Delinquency [1]

Juvenile Delinquency [2]

Container 9
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Lazarus, Esther Lecture, 12/6/78

Lutheran Resources Commission - Washington
Mayor’s Conference on Children and Youth
Medicaid in Georgia - A Summary of Action
Meeting of the Division of Mental Health
Memoranda [1]

Memoranda [2]

Mental Health in Georgia

Monthly Calendar, 1977

National Association of Counties Research Foundation
National Association of Homes for Children

Container 10

National Association of Social Work

National Governors Association, 11/1/82

National Neighborhood Policy

National Workshop on Institutional Child Abuse, 6/6/77
Newspaper Clippings [1]

Newspaper Clippings [2]

Newspaper Clippings [3]

Container 11

New York State Association of Counties

North Carolina Social Services Initiative

North Carolina Social Services Institute

Northeast Georgia Community Mental Health Center
Parham, Jim Interview with Earl Lee

Poverty

President’s Commission on Mental Health

Press Releases

Proposal for State Department for Children and Youth
Proposal for Welfare Reform

Regional Child Welfare League Meeting, 5/28/80
Report - How Do the Poor Make It?

Resumes

Returning the Mentally Disabled to the Community
Runaway Youth Program

Container 12

Serving the Children

Social Security Act

Social Services Issues and Challenges in the Eighties

Social Welfare Research Institute

Southeast Region Conference, 4/4/72

Southside Daycare Association 14" Anniversary Celebration, 5/4/79
Speeches [1]
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Speeches [2]
Speeches [3]

Container 13
Speeches [4]
Speeches [5]
Speeches [6]

Container 14
Speeches [7]
Speeches [8]
Speeches [9]
Speeches [10]

Container 15

Spence Chapin

State Communities and Association

State Department of Family and Children Services

Statewide Emergency Network for Social and Economic Security (SENSES)
Task Force for the Homeless

Task Force on Institutions and Social Processes

The Future of Legal Services for the Mentally Retarded

The Future of Title XX Daycare

Container 16

The Human Services: Status and Prospects
The New York House of Refuge

The Pressures of Youth

The Savannah Plan

The Urban Condition and the Role of Social Welfare
The Wasted American

The Welfare Department as a Referral Service
Tri-lateral Staff Training Conference

Trip - United Kingdom

Troubled Children

Container 17

University of Georgia Social Work Commencement Exercise
Virginia Human Services Institute Forum, 11/29-30/77
Weekly Activity Reports

Welfare Reform [1]

Welfare Reform [2]

Welfare Reform [3]

Welfare Reform [4]

Container 18
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Welfare Reform [5]

Welfare Reform [6]

Welfare Reform [7]

Welfare Reform Activity

Welfare Reform Plan

Welfare Reform Proposal

Work Incentive Program (WIN) Conference, San Diego, California
Zero-Based Budgeting

Return to series list

Return to collection summary
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